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A Trio of National Treasures: Fan Kuan, Guo Xi, and Li Tang at the National Palace Museum 202 i ! 219 ks ?K !?p‘ | $ F'g“

The National Palace Museum's "Travelers Among Mountains and Streams" by Fan Kuan (ca. 950-after 1032), "Early Spring" by Guo Xi (ca. A ‘{B %
1023-after 1087), and "Whispering Pines in Myriad Valleys" by Li Tang (ca. 1049-after 1130), long renowned as the "Three Treasures of the NPM," a
were formally verified and declared as National Treasures by the Ministry of Culture in March of 2012. These three large hanging scrolls represent ke ° o}
the paradigmatic shift in the "monumental" formula of landscape painting during the Northern Song period. They may not reflect any particular A Trlo Of Natlonal Treasure S
identifiable scenery, but they do encapsulate the respective artists' ideals of the landscape in both theory and practice through observation of and | - :
enlightenment in nature. 208

.Fan Kuan, Guo Xi, and Li Tang at the National Palace Museum
In dating the three works, their order starting with the latest one is "Whispering Pines in Myriad Valleys" (1124) from 897 years ago, followed { ; ‘ : .

by "Early Spring" (1072) from 949 years ago, and then "Travelers Among Mountains and Streams," which is not dated but is more than a thousand a a a } |
years old. Considering the age of these national treasures and the fragile silk on which they are painted, they require extra protection and special i 3 1 O O 6 2021 1 1 1 6

care. As a result, their exposure to light is extremely limited; they must rest in storage for at least three years after exhibit and be displayed each 210 / W d | TiEEE=D / Tue
time for no more than 42 days. The National Palace Museum has chosen the period from October 6 to November 16 of this year (2021) to present Bt ¥ !

them for a little over a month before renovations are scheduled to take place at its Northern Branch in Taipei. With this truly special exhibition of

"A Trio of National Treasures," it has been ten years since they last appeared in"Splendid Treasures: A Hundred Masterpieces of the National Palace o o
Museum on Parade" (2011), making it a once-in-a-decade event to be cherished by all. 212

5 871 =Y Gallerles 202, 204 206

In addition to these National Treasures, nine other paintings have been chosen for exhibit to demonstrate the influence of these three Song
masters' styles. Ranging in date from the Yuan dynasty to the Republican period, each work shows how later artists derived inspiration from the
past. These later emulators not only subtly yet concretely captured the tradition of the three masters' styles, they also demonstrate the lofty status
that Fan Kuan, Guo Xi, and Li Tang held in the history of Chinese landscape painting. In the galleries is also high-resolution 8K video introducing these
three national treasures along with a multimedia piece entitled "Into the Painting" and the animation "Traveling Through Brush and Ink." The
richness of this exhibit and the presentation of rare paintings together will certainly fulfill the yearning of audiences to immerse themselves in the
worlds of these masterpieces.
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Travelers Among Mountains and Streams
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Travelers Among Mountains and Streams
Fan Kuan (ca. 950-after 1032), Song dynasty

X HERE
Early Spring
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Fan Kuan discreetly hid his signature within the trees
behind the donkey train.
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Detail of Travelers Among Mountains and Streams

GuoXi (ca. 1023-after 1087), Song dynasty
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To the left below the hanging tree branch is a line of small
characters in standard script for Guo Xi’s signature. It reads,
“‘Early Spring.’ Painted by Guo Xi in the ‘renzi’ year,” the latter
part being impressed with a rectangular seal “Guo Xi bi,” which
means, “(From the) Brush of Guo Xi.”
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Detail of Early Spring

Whispering Pines in Myriad Valleys
Li Tang (ca. 1049-after 1130), Song dynasty
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The artist inscribed the date and his signature on one of the
spindly peaks in the distance. In small characters, he wrote,
“Brushed by Li Tang of Heyang in the spring of the ‘jiachen’ year
during the Xuanhe reign of the Imperial Song. Corresponding to
1124, it meant that Li Tang was already an old man of 76 by
Chinese count.
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Detail of Whispering Pines in Myriad Valleys
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Travelers Among Mountains and Streams
Fan Kuan (ca. 950-after 1032), Song dynasty

& R L
Early Spring
GuoXi (ca. 1023-after 1087), Song dynasty
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Behind the large rock in the foreground is a mountain path that stretches
from right to left. A donkey train carrying a heavy load is being led by two travelers
as they slowly make their way to the left. Despite the tiny size of these figures,
they most certainly add a sense of movement to this monumental work to form
the subject of “Travelers Among Mountains and Streams.”
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Following a path along the water’s edge going to the bridge walks a monk
who appears headed towards the temple on a pilgrimage.
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Details of Travelers Among Mountains and Streams
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A total of 13 figures can be found in “Early Spring.” In the
lower left a skiff has just moored at the bank, where the
residence of a family is located. Having just disembarked, a
mother holding an infant is accompanied by a child as well as
a young attendant carrying a shoulder pole. The small dog
belonging to the master of the household excitedly leads the
way in heading home, running quickly to the front gate.
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The figures active in this vast landscape also include a
boatman hard at work and a fisherman. There is also a man
accompanied by attendants carrying a load across a wooden
bridge and itinerant monks walking on a winding mountain
path. These groups of figures are all rendered realistically and
with animation, adding a lively touch to the painting.
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Details of Early Spring
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Early Spring.
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Whispering Pines in Myriad Valleys




